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CORRESPONDENCE. 



Plato Hall, 22d April, 1856. 

«JhM)F. I. B. Turner: — 

By the unanimous rote of ibe memb^jw 
df tke Platonian Literary Society, I am instructed to request tKal 
you will place at their disposal, a copy of the highly ioterestiog Ad* 
, drOM deliTered before them on laet evening. 
/With profound respect, 

Yours, 
^D, S. KENNEDY, Cor. She. 



<Mr. D.S. Kennedy: 

Corresponding ^ec'y of Platonian Society of M'Kendree CcUege^ 

?Dbar SiR-*Entertaining the sentiments which I do, it could not bd 

otherwise than that I should be highly pleased with the favorable 

opinion your Society have expressed respecting the discourse alludei 

to ; and a^ I have not time to review and correct, I submit it to yo«i 

.wduposal, as delivered. 

vYours truly, 

J. B. TURNEE 
;:Jaqxjonyille, May 1 st, '56. 
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•ADDHESS. 



'DIOOENKS' CAKDLr, OR THE SEARCH FOR TRUE 'MANHOO©* 



My Friends, the theme I have selected for the present occasion, k 
'Somewhat uniqe, both in its aim and in its name. It is a theme of great 
intelrest, and ot great practical importance at all times. 

I shall aim at nothing new, but only to give utterance to the thought 
that already lies Aee.p\y hidden in the heart and soul of every one of my 
hearers. If 1 speak truthfully, you will therefore recognize the fact; an<! 
you will also peiceive that J^suk Christ taught, lived, and acted out, essen- 
tially, the same truths, hiqg before tve were born. For he alone is the 
way, the troih, the li% sind the light ot man. But if I sd speak, I shall not 
«pe*ak in accordance with any.fnode of human opinion, or upuage, or form 
that ever yet existed on earth. For true Christianity never was, or will 
b© organized or expressed in any authoritative human creed or form, until 
men are far wiser and |)urer than even the best of us now are. 

You all remember the story of the old cynic Philosopher, Piogenes^'wh^ 
•n being ask^d the reas^on why he lit a candle at noon-day, replied— 
^'Anthropon Zeto'' — ^•* 1 seek a man," If we throw ourselves back te 
the time of that Philosopher, some two or three centuries befpre Christy 
and contemplate the manners and the mwals of ^hal age, we must admit 
that there was both appoHteness and truthvin his act and his reply. If we 
were to maintHin, however, that there is thesajne need of that candle now^ 
or, in other words, that the woHd has made no real, substantial advance 
In the two thousand years past, we should be more cynical than the cynic 
himself But still it may not be unproHtable, even for us to take that can- 
dle in hand and truly ascertain where we do and where we do not find > 
MAN. In order to do thi>, we will inquire 

1st. What is True Manhood ? 

2d. Where is it found, and how produced ? 

What then, is True Manhood ? 

Plato's definitior, that ** a man is a two-legged animal, without feathers," 
may answer as a general description ; but the old philosopher who plucked 
the feathers from a dead rooster and threw it upon the table, exclaiming, 
•* there is Plato's man," has shown us we need something more definite. 

W hat r then, js True Manhood? 

The essentials of true manhood do not rfelate to form, color, or size.— 
They are not qiialities to be measured by the yard, or sold by the pound 
They rise infinitely above, not only all physical, but also all mere intellect- 
ual attributes 

We do not prize even the horse, mainly for his harness, nor yet for hit 
strength, beauty, or speed. There is something even ,\n this brute animal, 
behind and above all this, which we prijze infinitely more than all these 
qualities together, when existing alone. He has strength and speed. But 
how does he use them, to serve or to kill his master? 'Tm is the question, 
tnd the main question. How much more, then, in man ? He has weakbj 
capacity, talents, power, but how does he usi them 1 That is the queatioia. 
'• Were I so tall tt reach the pole, 
And grasp the ocean in my span, 
I must be meausured by my soul, 
iFqi 'tis the s^ul that.makes the man;** 
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And tie niay have all desirable qualities of birth, fortune, wealth, rank,- 
title, talent, learning, language, science, genius and skill — and still, in the' 
ttue, popular sense ot the term, no soul — not one particle of true manhood;- 
while on ihe other hand, he may be without any one, or even all of these, 
and still possess the very highest attributes of which humanity is capable. 

The moral qualities in all subjects, capable of even a semblance of 
moral action, are infinitely higher, more valuaule and more praiseworthy 
titan any or all others combined. Trustworthiness is the very highest attri- 
bute of all beings created and uncreated ; and we deceive ourselves if we 
imagine that in the deep secret of our souls, we do not ourselves so esteem^ 
it. But there are so many occasions in the ordinary intercourse of lite, in 
which we are said to trust our fellow men, wfiere no such thing really 
occurs, that it may, at first sight, seem otherwise. For example : — We 
entrust our property or money, or even our lives, in the hands of men 
whom we know are utterly selfish, unprincipled, and corrupt at heart; but 
we also know that the man is rich, the note is signed, the bond is sealed, 
and the law is strong. The thing we really confide in, in all such cases, 
is the money, the bond and the law, and not in the man at all. This low, 
but common example, will serve to illustrate the priciple in other and 
higher relations. 

Wh2t^ then, are the vital elements of this trustworthiness 1 

I answer. They are all essentially moral and heroic in their nature, 
tlie fundamental elements of all true manhood, and all real virtue. They 
are these : Courage, Mag-nanimity, Generosity, Fidelity. Courage, as op- 
posed to cowardice or timidity ; magnanimity, as opposed to meanness ; 
generosity, as opposed to selfishness; fidelity, as opposed to treachery. 
Without these there can be no trustworthiness, no true manhood and no 
real virtue, though man had an angel's intellect, a seraph's beauty, or a 
Satan's power. 

The essence of all these qualities concentrated, are expressed in the 
thirteenth chapter of Corinthians, by the Greek word ''a<rape'' — Benevo- 
lence. They have become perfectly incarnate and perfectly exeniplified on 
earth only in one person— the Divine Man, our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ. 

Some may, perhaps, feel no little surprise that Courage should be 
placed as a first attribute in this category. Napoleon, say they, was cour- 
ageous, but Jesus was humble. I will not pause to quarrel with the 
i?hallow gibberish of theologies and ecclesiastics on this point. God knows 
they have reason enough for ruling all true manhood out of Christianity, if 
they themselves are to stand before the world as specimens of it. But in 
niy opinion, it required more trije ecu i age to live the life t'.at Jesus did, for 
a single week, than it has tofiglit ail the battles ever fought since the ark 
swam on the waters of the flood. And in this opinion, I think the most 
intelligent and devout of our American religious teachers will agree witli 
ine. JBut if any man thinks otherwise, let him try it; then he will know 
for himself. 

Among ancient Worthies who gave to the world the most illustrious 
proofs of this true manhood, we might mention Abraham and Joseph among 
the patriarchs ; Moses, the law- giver ; David, and Daniel, and Isaiah ; Paul, 
the apostle, and John the beloved disciple. 

Among the great cloud of modern witnesses, I find no other so full and* 
perfect example as that of our immortal Washington. And if we should 
seek it in the humbler walks of life, and not find a living specimen near 
MS, we might take the fanciful delineation of the far-famed " Uncle Tom," 
vvhose equal, either in the high ar low degrees of real life, we shall neve?^ 
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^nd. But as ng object % sittiply to ii!o8ti«te. It will sBtBserf 6 inf jft^Wtit 
^purpose well. Pirom all of which the dbvibus coraller^ will be self evidem 
' — that the true Disciple, or follower, or imitator of Christ will have true 
^manhood, true trustworthiness, courage, generosity, magnanimity and fidfet- 
.iiy-7-«r|^e virtue. .■' 

I'rue Womanhood consists, of cdurse, in the very self-«ame qualfties in 
4he opposite sex ; and there can be no true womanhood without them, 
however much of music and Millinery, Fi-ench and " flosofee," Latin and 
logic, of polish and posies, of airs and antics there may be. I shall u»e 
?the term Manhood, therefore, for .the sake of brevity, to designate these 
same qualities in either sex. 

It is easy to train a ^ger or a donkey, 
To make a manakin or a morikey. 
I'o raise a panot, a mocking bird, a whippoorwill or a peacock, but to 
'make a man or a woman is hard — the very noblest work of Almighty God. 
It is well for us to notice, in passing, that these high qualiiies, when 
they exist, always produce their necessary and legitimate effectja of ihor- 
augh and radical reform. It ^was so in our Savior's time, in Martin Lit- 
ther's time, in the stirring times of the Commonwealth, and the Americ&n 
Revolution. It is even so in the sons of truly illustrious and noble moth- 
ers. " By their fruits ye shall know them." And where their fruits are 
noU they are not, though the whole world may be filled with their profes- 
sions, their semblances, and their shams. 

Look, for example, at the French people, ever amid the uproar and glare 
of war, carnage and revolution ; yet in reality the most detestably mean 
and cowardly civilized nation on earth. And their "nationale glaire" (as I 
believe they very properly, almost spell and pronounce it,) is only the 
necessary consequence of that detestable cowardice and meanness of their 
people, which enables one daring villain to gather them all together, and 
drive them before him for any purpose of blood or perfidy, now for the 
Republic, now for the Empire, and now for nothing, ^ike a flock of sense- 
less geese or sheep. If there is any true courage, or real glory or man- 
hood in such a national character as that, may the Lord deliver us from it. 
A brawling cut-throat or bully, is always, at heart, a most arrant coward,; 
and the same is true of nations as of individuals. Noble exceptions, it is 
true, we find. Lafayette, companion and friend of Washington; Napoleori^ 
prince of heroes in war, and had he found a people worthy of such match- 
less endowments, none can tell what he might have been. But it is well lo 
. glance at the value and poiver of this true manhood. 

All things in this world are on saTe! Everything has its fixed value. 
But the price of this Manhood is vety high, for it is very valu;able. Gold 
. or goods can buy other things, but nothing but eternal right and truth can 
purchase this. He that would buy it or command it to his service, mUst 
' have the infinite treasure of Heaven, and the resources of God to proffer 
as its reward. It is no family patrimony or heir^loom, descending frdm 
father to son, as the heritage of original sin is bequeathed in the cate- 
chisms, from Adam to all his po^erity, or as the divine right descends 
through long lines uf successful usurpers. It can neither be ennobled by 
ancestry or patrimony, nor degraded by pcwerty. Rank can give it no 
dignity. Conquests, triumphs and ovations cannot exalt it, nor can over- 
throw, defeat and disaster, however great, either dispoil or degrade it. It 
asks, and it can receive do glory, no dignity or worth not already its pwn. 
Power, rank, wealth, intellect, fame, may indeed serve it, but they can 
neiUier enrich or exalt it. It is the same in all the essentials of its true 
jflory, wl»ther in purple or ia rags; in piison or in paradise : on tbe cf^<5 
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oroir thfe throne. It gives a lipht to all it touches; It piv^i, Biit itb6r» 
?6w3 none. A reaZ character, like the fabulous one of Utlcle Tom, for 
example, won^d exert a more lastinor and renowned influence On the desti- 
ay of these United States, under whatever peeming disadvantages, than 
til the mere i ffice-seekers and office-holders, frf m the President down- 
wards, that ever trod the continent, with all their prestige of rank and' 
power, and their outward means of influence and fame ; and I am ^t BUr^ • 
but the bare imagini^ry conception of such a character will do it. 

Jesus Christ, by t*l:ie simple, natural force of this true manhood roani* 
/ested in him, independen^lj^ of all considerations-of his divine power — 
without rank or offibe ; without learninjr a book or writing a letter, haa^* 
!n fact, exerted a deeper and more lasting irifHience im the human race^ 
than all the emperors, warriors, statesmen, philosophera, poets and divines, 
that have ruled, and fought, and struggled, and tanght, and sung, and 
preached from Adam's day to our own. 

If mere knowledge is power; if eloquence and logic; if armies and' 
lavies that go and corae at their bidding, are powerful, true Manhood b 
omnipotent^ for it wields the infinite rcMources of God. Compared with 
Ihis, all the resoufcefc and instruments of good ; all the little arts of strat* 
egy and diplomacy ; all the little exprdiencies of little souls in little power, 
whether of arts or of arms, ot eloquence, or of song — they are all, alV 
Httle, inefficient, weak and contemptible in their achievments as well as in 
iheir methods and endj«. 

If in symbol we should compare the animal and phy»ical powers of 
van, their strength and perfection and beauty of form, to the green and ' 
gladsome earth, ever variBnt in its lights and shadows, and his intellectual * 
powers to the radient glory of the sun, imparting liaht and life to all, we 
must still say that these higher moral endowment-! are the very pavilion of' 
the Almighty itself^ whence all this subordinate light and life and beauty" 
and ylory and harmony > proceed. 

We all admit the abstract power of truth. We all know the beautiful^ 
liiief), 

" Truth, struck to earth shall rise again ; 
The eteri ul years of Gotl are hers ; 
But Error, wounded, writhes in paini;^^ 
And dies amid her worshippers.'* 

This truth, when uttered to the winds bfthe babbling child, when im** 
pressed with printer^ ink (mere lampblaek^ and oil) on cotton paper, is 
still immottal. When adorned by thegeniuarof poetry and eloquence, it is 
ji^tfnt aiKl inspired, and wields the ppwers;^ the armies and destinies of' 
earth. But when incarnate, livin|ri; acting, and breaching forth its divine 
spirit in the highest and most illustrious forms of true virtue and real Man* 
bood, it is not only potent and imnwrtaK but Omnipotent and Divine, and '' 
fields the destime-Sf not of earth alone, but"^ of eternal years and worlds to 
coine. 

When pure and unmingled with all *human selfishness and sin, it tr^s ■ 
God manifested in the flesh v ft« power was the power of Grod ; and it»i 
triumphs and its destiny were the triumph's and the destiny of Heaven and ' 
oi God forever more — fit, and alone* fit to have a name given it above every 
name, and to be exalted above all thrones, principalittes, dominioDS and 
lowers, in Heaven above and on earth beneath. 

Bring forth, now,v all the gibes and sophistries and witticisms, aijd sfteers ^ 
•f hoary and consecrated falsehood and vice; all the little expediences of^ 
mce and trilie ; all' the miserable quibbles of sect and school ; in?4>k^ th« 
paiotts of your philosopher?, and the iospiratioa of year eloquj^ficv and^^ 
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tang; appeal to the magic of your wealth and yoor art; eaU'|«|ioii tli«r 
memory ot the renowned dead, and summon the illuatrioua living »iooi# 
you ; marshal them in the full strength of thf ir empires and their arroiea, » 
ind with all the pride and power of their navies, and bid them^ crwsfc the-- 
wretch which your own demon soul can^ alone see in that irusarrmte truth. 
How vain ! That true Manhood—that incarnate Truth U more invincible 
than all the arts and powers of earth and hell. Though in rags; though 
beggard and begging ; though in the dmi^eon, or stretched upon the rack, 
©r swinging upon the gibbet or the cross-its very dungeon shall be all 
radient with the light of Heaven *, around its cross the solid earth shall 
quake; the sun shall hide itself in darkness, and the moon in blood ; and 
Ihe very agony of its groans shall fall on the ears of the coming generation*-. 
like the music of the spheres. If shall hush, in a silence that may be 
felt, the tongue of aU other eloquence and all other song. Your philoso- 

Shies shall be abashed and confounded^at its presence; the illustrious 
ead shall all be forgotten^ and the millions of the living shall stand Btfll 
before God. The power of wealth shall cease to charm. Your embattled ^ 
hosts shall stand aghast; and the sword and, the spear of the warrior shall 
enter his own soul. But God's incarnate truth shall live and triumph 
over all. 

True Mmhond has a power on earth which nothmg^Ise save the tro^ 
Divinity has ; and in human sympathy and regard, it* rivals even that.> 

Now, let it here be distinctiv noted and admitted that we have anmbunda^t 
«npply otdead truth in all our Constitutions, declarations and parchment man- 
ifestations ; in all our sermons, expostulations, ejaculations, and (in «H con- 
*cience) it is usually dead enough, though even it is destine?! to a fHtuw 
resurrection of immortality and life ; but tnere is more real power m on« 
living, breathing Washington or Kossuth, than there would be in all tha 
pt^per declarations and consiittJtions thai could be written on the whole 
continent, if it were a'l but one tanned sheepskin, and more real efficiency in 
«ne truly martyr man or woman, though a beggar, than there can be m all 
the sermois and prayers and services that could be repeated from one Christ- 
mas night to another, the w*>rld around, without any euch manifestation. 

With the one, with great parades of logic and eloquence, and great 
bladders full of windy ^:ttriotism,irreat agonies of exhortation and expostu- 
lation in great- churches full of little vanities, ws may^ atleast, seem to 
ieep ourselv^'s and our lellows in society, where w« are. like drowning 
men clinginir to a dead log or an o'd hulk ; but when Got? sends along that 
iteamship, a"true, living Man^how easily we are borne forward and deliv- 
ered at once from our agonisms and our perils ! 

May Heaven's me»cy send, us a- Mam AU this little fillibustermg 
around old figments and old.forms don't seem to do. Loud thumps on the 
old hulk don't seem to mtke u» swim any faster. We want a new craft 
with n'^w ennineering and new speed. The old hulk did well enough 
once. It was, indeed, a fine and a ir^st galknt ship. She crossed trie 
fdfof the Dirk Ages, and she stemmed the storms of the Revolution like 
» swan in an angry" sea. But with rmr own hmidsme have torn away the 
masts and the sails, ripped up the decks, and thrown away the compas« 
and the rudder, because a few old grannies on board told us it was "exp©- 
44en»," and we wanted to »xompromise" and " keep peace " with the »tohii 
Mid the WIND. Now, we need a new ship, God isend us a new Martyr- 
Man, in construct it for us, or at least, to refit and re-maw the old one. 

We have had many great and illustrious tinkers on board ; great champW 
•nsof^iitlefiomentft. Search them with youn candle, and you will ftiid 
:Lem» Ihoagli vauntlngly gteat^ iufinitely siMil. What have they tf«w«,.> 
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Vth&t ^as not better done before they were bsrn, or likMy to Jie before they 
-lire dead ? After all our rhapsodies and eulogies 'and rhodomantades, whea 
or where have we seen a truly great roan since we buried the Patriot 
Fathers? And even on the small scale, does any man in his senses be- 
lieve, that with all our schools and means and churches and wealth, there 
38, at this moment, as much True Manhood and True Womanhood amon^ 
the twenty millions of the present generation, as there was among the 
three millions of the Revolution ? I confess I do not. There are many 
who doubt it. May Heaven in its mercy «end us a Man. 

1st. But it must be confessed that this true Manhood, in its higher 
manifestations, is not the product of every age and clime. Nor can it be 
expected to be. It is^ in this degree, only^he slow growth of the toiling 
ages ; that, like angel's visits, are few and far between. 

But in its lower degrees it is ever with us ; for God always reserves « 
^seed on earth to stouie him. The salt of the earth is never taken fully 
away, though its moral and political saviors, we have not always with us. 

2d. Where, then, shall we find these lower manifestations of true man- 
hood ? I answer, it is not the exclusive product of any particular race, 
rank, cast, creed, profession, or pursuit in life. If you survey human soci- 
ety, like the several champions of tribe or sect, or like the Fourth of July 
orator, as the owl at noon-day surveys from the masthead the vast and 
dazzling deep around him, you will find it, of course, all in one race, or 
tribe, or clan. 

The Anglo-Saxon beholds its evidences only in his Magna Chartas, his 
protestant and political professions and manifestoes ; his prodigies of Art 
and of Power; his open bibles, churches, and polls, and his free schools 
and colleges ; open and free, of course, to all who are allowed to enjoy them 
(just as they are in Italy and Russia,) and to no others. 

The Catholic of Europe sees it in his holy Mother Church, with its eni- 
dite priesthood, its gorgeous ritual and venerated altars, free, alike, to all 
colors, classes, climes and ages ; in the ancient and divine right of reigning- 
kings, rather than in the modern right of apostate Republicans — a bible 
honestly open and duly submissive to the priesthood, and honestly shut to 
all others. He deplores the apostacy and treason of our Luthers and of our 
Washingtons, and realizes the extreme depravity of such rebels and miscre- 
ants as Mazzini and Kossuth ; and duly curses and anathematises the hor- 
rid barbarism and detestnble hypocrisy of our agrarian,4nfidel, slave-holding 
Democracy, as he is pleased to term it. 

The^lormon in his Salt Lake home, -finds, there alone, the pure, patriar- 
chal faith of the elder and the younger Joseph. The Gentile world all 
without, fit plunder for the faithful few ; and even the Camanche chief, as 
he bears to his wigwam the scalps of pioneer adventurers, exults in the 
greatness of his triumphs, the justice of his cause, and the glory of his race 
and power. 

So it was in the olden time, with Jews, Greeks, and Romans ; and so it 
is in every age. The true Manhood, in their estimation, is ever all inside 
of that WOODEN HORSE of poHcy or of faith which their own vanity, pride^, 
or perfidy has constructed and Consecrated to the gods, as at once a defence . 
to themselves and a perfidious engine of destruction to their followers. 

Take your candle into the belly of that wooden horse ; search it closely ; 
you will find the perfidious Greek, and not the true man there. Carry it 
through all the outward forms and organizations that have ever existed up- 
on earth, and you will find no monopoly of real virtue or real vice in any 
one of them. But one great, wondrous miracle running through them all, 
Jlujnan Nature^ marvelously the same ; marvelously alike tinder ftU climes , 
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^^Tticcs, names, forms, and ictges, and the divinemetturei true tnanhooci, nctefy 

'rfmiM among thetn all. 

I am aware that this view of things is not very consoling to our Protest- 
ant, Anglo-Saxon vanity; but it cannot be helfjed, till we reform in deed ^nd 
inr truth, as well as in profession and pretense. 

Leaving, then, these general surveys, let ^is^descendj^for a moment, with 
our candle, amid the ordinary pursuits of individual life, and examine the 
relative claims of mnfe, «ro/es5«ow, and ^MrsMi7 ; and what shall we find? 
There stands one, gifted with the highest official rank which the acclaiming 
voices and votes of millions could confer. He has wealth, talent, education, 
power, all he ever desired— far more lh<m he ever expected, is his. Is he a 
Man 7 Bring tliat candle, and search and-see. You will find that neces- 
sity or accident, not virtue or merit, placed Mm where he is. He is not 
tltere because he had true manhood, but precisely because it was well known 
that h^ad not. A fit tool for dirty work was wanted, and in him it was 

■ found. They did not want a man, or, if they had, they could not have 
found one for such service. They wanted a two-legged animal, without 
feathers, for certain dirty uses, and there, aloft, he sits. Take your candle 
«nd examine him at your leisure; or rather, blow it out; iie is not worth 
looking at. 

In ordinary life, you shall find among merchants, mechanics, and farmers 
—men, skilled in aJl the varied arts of their caliin^, and- blessed with the 
ample results of their skill, and still,if you examine them with your candle, 
you shall find nothing but the mere merchant, mechanic, or farmer— a mere 

• tool, of no use to himself or any one else, except to transfer so many goods, 
like a locomotive, or erect so many structures, like a steam factory, or 
elaborate so many crops and products like the animals and tools he uses. 
A ciirious and a wonderful machine, indeed, but never, for once, put to any 
of the higher uses and ends for which ^its Maker designed it. No true 
manhood there — not a particle. 

In all, the so called, learned professions, 70U <will meet with precisely 
similar results. You shall find professors and teachers versed in all lore, 
ancierit and modern ; skilled in all science and all tongues. Doctors of 
medicine who have pills and powders and enigmatical prescriptions, and 
wondrous wise looks and saws, enough to kill or cure a whole generation 
of patients at a sinole dose. Doctors of Lmv, with all possible " its and 
ands," hems and haws, briefs, budgets, pleas and plaintiffs, expediences, 
quirks and quibbles, Vv'rits, rights and wrongs. Gabriel condemned and 
sentenced one hour, and :Satan exalted and crowned the next, all by the 

' potent force of nnmaculate justice, eloquence and law. Doctors of Divinity, 
full of all Greek and Hebrew, and all possible sectarian lore, with all possible 
exhortations, of all possible eloquence and power-; cures for all sins, mortal 
and immortal, with sermons, prayers, hymns, psalms, absolufions and re- 
generations, orthodox, all old and tried, or in the newest style and warranted 
good. All these things, and many more, you shall find with your candle, 
in precise accordance with some dozen scores of different schools in law^ 
medicine and divmity; and each antagonism warranted infallible by them' 

; all, in such admirable profusion and confusion, that every man, sick or well, 
innocent or guilty, saint or sinner, orthodox or hetrodox, may, at any time, 
touch and take, and take to his liking, be it good or l3ad. 

But when yon come to call for the Mankood of the administrator, you 
may find it not at home, or otherwise engaged ^ at smy rate, it is not at your 

service, nor any one's else. 
The truth is that human society needs, in Its merdy worldly and selfish 

workings, an annual prodnction of so many eatables; so much beef, com ' 
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ftttd pork ; the manufacture of so many sweetmeats and nicknaeW; tfe^^ 
itranster and delivery of so much money and merchandize ; the exhibit andi 
defence of so many writs and pleas on the accidents and crimes of the pro«> 
cess. Pills and powders to physic off the surfeit of consumption, or remove - 
inevitable inflictions; and prayers and p-salms and sermons enough to keep ^ 
the conscience quiet in^he g^eat machine as it whirls and spina, without^ 
agi tatioriy ih-Ai is, without any practical interference with its whirling and^ 
spinning. And any man may enorage in anyone or aU^of these pursuits^ 
and IN om, JUST as well as another, perform its requisite tread-mill * 
round, with all i imaginable grace and perfection, without, for once calling 
into action a single principle of his moral nature above those instincts of 
self-interest and self-preservation with which the brutes are in some degree 
endued. Large professions,, spacious semblances, broad phylacteries, and ^ 
glowing eulogies, it is true, everywhere abound; but do you inallcasest. 
find with your caTtdki the corresponding reality ? But be it remembered^ you 
do find it in some caseS} not a fev^ You <?o,^ni the merchants, mechwi"-^ 
ics, farmers and divines, who manfully, magnanimously, gloriously fill their 
spheres, ply their skill j increase their comforts, heal the bodies, brijjhten tke 
virtues, defend the rigl>ts and Wessaad save the souls ofvibeir felbw-men* . 
All honor, then, to these faithful ones, be they few or many. Search theo 
with your candle ; they are wort-lv looking at a long, long time. 

But that our scrutiny may be severe, and that we may not be deceived it> • 
this search, we should ever remember that civilized, and especially, pro- 
fesaedly christianized natitms, carry, their reaZ sins through the world, not 
openly and boidly, like the savage, „hut covertly and under false labels, a» 
the sot tran»ip>rts his dram.s under the Maine-liquor law, jostling the po- 
liceman as he goes. " Whathave you got there V^ exclaims the man of tha • 
customs. ''Oh, nothing but broidclx>th, nothing-but broadcloth, sir.'* Or, 
perhaps, *'nolhing but lath, tied lath^ sir." But when the scrutanizing 
functionary begins t«i unrol the broadcloth, or imtia the lath, out tumbles the 
^'striped pig." 

It is said that when the goodtpeople of the New Haven colony wanted ^ 
to rob the Indians of their rich lands in Milford, they first called a church 
meeting and voted' unanimously, 

1st. That the earth is theliord's, and the fulness thereof, 

2d. The Lord hath given it to his saints. 

3d. We are the saints of the Most High Godj and these Indians are hea- 
then and children of the devil. 

Of course the Mormon inference soon followed and they took the land. 
Now, this fact or fable, as you please, illustrates our point. For these poor 
Indiana would, probabfy, have entered upon any similar wot k without ta* 
king pains to wDp up, their, sins in scripture^texts^ with little care for th# 
glory of God in the premises. 

We call our wholesale lobberies and murder3,dipTomaoy and defence of 
rational honor; and.the very, work which we begin and end with prayeri 
and psalms, our more honest savage brother begins with the war-whoop, 
and ends with the war-dance. We advAUce with otir chaplains and our 
psalters, he with only his. tomahawk and hia sc»lpihg-knife. But he Is a 
savage, and has not yet learned to cut throats and rip bowels^ with all our 
pious care and skill. 

Our detestable arrogance and pride we call propriety ; oar most dastardlf 
meanness and servility we He up i» a. nicely compacted bundle of lath, la- 
t«elled pn^/ice— firm bound on all sides and ready for show on all occa- 
lions. Our avarice, we men pack along through the world, under the 
aa»ft.of indaetry.jiod providiiig Jfor ,oq©'a ffwo houeehoWi wliBtkMiaA^t 
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fte other'sex manage to carry along more devils with them than ever en* 
lered into Mary Magdalene, under the mi>s<?^dmii*sible epithetW "neruaws," 
"^very nervous indeed.^^ How ungallanCHhlis is! ! But that old candle of 
Diogenes will make us read thinga-ns they really 'are. Even our exhorta- 
tions, our charities, and oar very prayers^ a ?ft * sometime* only' the outer 
wrappers under which w« the more deeply hide the vanvty ofour souls. 
But the •striped pig is still there, and if there are any sin* which we dnd it 
hnpossible thus to pack through the worid, under the false labMs of civilized 
life, unobservedof ourlellows, our metaphysics and theoMgies readily fur« 
nish us with an umple supply* of substitutes^ absolution^'and equimknis^ 
and theological Jlgm^^ni^ and quibbtes; so that in our -Bstn/iate of thmgSy 
Ihey neither wound our conscience, di-turS^omrcomTplacency, or tnar or im- 
pair our virtue or our manhood.* 

But if we search hmnan matnre" wittf ounmndlb, we must of course, 
tttend to all these t hi rigs, and not condemn our savage brother because he 
earries his n'lns -vpenly, by the natural handle, and excuse ourselves by hi- 
ding onr own beneath those bundles *»f broad cloth nomenclature, and theo- 
logical lath with which our nicer verbiage and ttiore subtle dogmas have 
supplied us. 

And surely, in view'of all these coonterMts and delusions, we need, each 
of us, to search our own seltes that we may truly "know what manner of 
spirit we are of, and open our eye-s and our' hearts to all examples of true 
manhood, whenever and however found, [f you search with your candle, 
you will find them. B^t if you look onljr'^wHh the owl-eyes of your race, 
your party or your sect, you never will. 

*'Say we not truly, thou art a Samaritasr, and hast a devil, and art mad," 
**Not this mm. but Barabba^."^ "Now Barabbks was a robber.*' Yet this 
was sai 1 ol him who. alone, U holy and pure: In the na'-row pass, at the 
battle of Lampach, Arnold 'VVinklereid left the Swiss ranks, and rushing 
npon the Austrian spear."?, received as mnny as possible in his body, and 
Ihiw broke through the line, and made wav for liberty, as the poet says 

*• 'Make way for liberty f he crin'd, 

Then ran with arms extended wide, 

A-^ if his dearest friends to clasp. 

Ten spears he swept within his grasp; 

He bowed among them likfe a tree, 

And thus FTiade' wayfor liberty. 

Anearthqurtke could not overthrow, 

A city with a surer blow, — 

TOus Swit^erland-irgarn was free. 

Thus death made t^ay*for liberty," 
Take now your cindle; go fOrth into the wide world and search, and 
javL shaM firid no age, or race, or class, bereft of all specimens of a similar 
^jllnstriouft virtue They bring "no credentials ot college, scbiol or class, 
bnt they come with the^seal of the living God on their foreheads, and kings 
*nd empires hfyw liefore them. 

Your shepherd.^, your fishermen and your tent-makers shall come forth 
^orn Jud«a, bearmg i^reater blessinj^s to the world than ail her kimj^, 
councils, prie^^t.-i, l^>vite», synagogues and aanhedirm% thronsrh the whole 
thous-uids of yen fs of their history. You shall fiwd your Wickliff*, your 
no.sse9, your'L>ithe!s and Knoxes^^who feared ne.ther king, nor priest, nor 
^•pe; your Sidn^na, who' car?d not for crowns nor commonweaUhs, in 
iho same phalanx with your Washingtone, your Lafayettes, Koa«uth.s and 
Mazzinis, leading -onward tO the great conflicts of the ajjes, the Armasr^J- 
^abaV of'feaxth's history, & whole bM of swarthy taafty r*»»d bcroea nw/w 
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New lands may &av«>ii8 for a time, hut new souls would d6 it far better and ' 
far longer. ^ 

"Marvel not that F say unto you, ye must be mm again." We da 
not now mainly need more means, more refinements, respectabilities and 
forms; more sciences evolving the powers of lightning and steam; more in- 
telligences, exploring all heights and all depths ; more languages, gram- 
mars, rhetorics and literatures, elaborating and refining the harangues of 
the senate and the church ;. more philosophers engendering the expediences 
and sophisms of the schools. "Let not these be thy gods, O, Israel !" But 
we need more eadigal,. self-evident truths, setting our real sins in or- 
der before our eyes, and calling with trumpet tongue for the justice of 
Heaven and the freedom of the soul,. 

Dispelling and driving before them,Jike the the chaff before the whirU 
wind, the absurd dogmas of both sects and sceptics and all the little misera- 
ble mists and fogs and drizzles of the church ; the petty expediences Bnd 
caucusing? and wire-workings and office-seekings, and humble-servant- 
isms and compromisings and Union-savings and agouisms, and all the fog 
and foam and froth and filthy slime and scum of the State. To give us a 
clear sky and a fair sea, with true manhood at our helm, the smile of 
Heaven's light, and the bow of Heaven's ;)romise over our heads, and we 
OURSELVES willing to see the salvation of God. And when such educa- 
tional means have performed their true work, we shall, on earth as in 
Heaven, have no need of the light of the candle, nor of the light of the sun, 
nor of the moon, for the Lord God and the larnb shall give us light, and we 
shall reign for ever more. So mote it be. 

Young gentlemen of the PlatoTiian Society, you have a great work on 
hand. Your education and position in human society, imposes on you, pre- 
eminently, the task, first, of being, and second of making men — men for the 
republic, men for the true church, men for time, men for God and eternity. 
I promised in the outset that I would not be personal; 1 will keep my 
promise, even against my feelings and the interest of my cause, lest too plain 
speech in presence of noble men should be construed into flattery. But it 
is your good fortune not to be under the necessity of going a hundred miles 
from home to find a ti^ue man, and I trust, several of them, who — some of 
them, at least-— have made themselves such, in spite of all possible outward 
embarrassments, obstacles and disadvantages. Multitudes you can find 
everywhere, on the other hand, who, in spite of all possible advantages of 
wealth, education, scholarship, culture, and social and civil aids, are still 
only things— gilded things, ever on sale ; as really ivv^o legged, and still, as 
really featherleas and soulless as Plato's poor chicken. 

Learn then, from these, and know that it is not in the power of wealth, 
fortune, fate, culture, education, books, teachers, scholarships, talents, gifts, 
opportunities, stations, offices, churches, states, empires, men or angels, to 
put true manhood into you, if you will not have it there ; nor will all earth, 
heaven or hell keep it out, if you truly seek it. For God makes a man 
of every one who wants to be a man, and neither God nor the devil will 
oa car make one of any one else. 

First, then, learn to look through all outward shams and semblances and 
see the true man wherever you meet him. 

Second, resolve yourselves, individually, to be the true man. 

Third, help God and all the great and good, in the great work of makings 
and perfecting true men. This is your life work. This is more auS 
greater than founding empires, states, schools and churches; yea, more, 
greater and higher than creating new globes and new worlds. The noblest 
workof GJod— and God aid and bless you in your eflGbrt and your work. 
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